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Abstract 
The preponderance of the incidence of graduate unemployment have 
translated to all sorts of social vices such as kidnapping, armed robbery, 
cheating, stealing, cultism, glorified slave trade to mention but few. This 
hydra- headed sorry state of affairs call for aggressive curriculum innovation 
in Nigerian Educational system in order to turn out, employable graduates to 
run their private business. It is against this background that this paper calls 
for entrepreneurial Education and functional curriculum as tools for 
achieving vision 2020 in Nigeria. The paper focuses on the concept of 
curriculum innovation, concept of vision 2020, entrepreneur, its attributes 
and proposed curriculum content of entrepreneur education. Conclusion is 
drawn and recommendations proffered to increase the national productivity 
level and employment generation.  

 
 
The five main national objectives of Nigeria as stated in the second National Development 

Plan and endorsed as the necessary foundation for National Policy on education FGN 2004 revised) 
are the building of:  
i. A free and democratic society  
ii. A just and egalitarian society  
iii. A united, strong and self- reliant nation  
iv. A great and dynamic economy  
v. A land of bright and full opportunities for all citizens  

 
A functional curriculum should be geared towards achieving the above stated national 

objectives. In other words, an effective and functional curriculum should be relevant to the needs and 
aspirations of the nation. Most of the ills (armed robbery, prostitution, drug abuse, child labour, 
unemployment etc) are operational in our educational system (Ajagun, 2002).  
The concept curriculum has been described in various ways. It’s etymology according to Onwuka, 
(1981) and Aisoku (1987) maintain that the word curriculum is derived from the Latin word “curree” 
meaning a race course, running a course, or to run a race. While it is almost a general agreement 
concerning the origin of the word “curriculum”, there is remarkable disagreement over what 
curriculum is or should be. As rightly noted by Onwuka (1981) “the definition of curriculum has 
defied consensus among educators”; it has no precise definition by various educators depending on 
whether should be seen as plan, as an experience and/or intended outcome as well as a programme. In 
whatever dimension Emeruwa (1981) posits that,  
 

It must be borne in mind that (curriculum) embrace objective, selected tools 
in the form of subject-matter or learning experiences, the method of 
realizing the objective or goals and the means of evaluating the learning 
procedures and results (pg. 178-189) 
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from the above, curriculum can therefore be described as a planned course of instruction, designed for 
an institutionalized or educational set up for the purpose o accomplishing its targeted objectives.  
 
Conceptual Construct 
Vision 2020  
 Vision 2020 is a compressive frame work designed to stimulate economic growth in the 
country-Nigeria. It also offers a blue print for the sustainable political, development in Nigeria. vision 
2020 is aligned with the goals of the national development plan (NDP). One of the main objectives of 
vision 2020 is to place Nigeria in the top 20 leading economies of the world by the year 2020 
(Abdullahi, 2009). President yar, Adua’s seven-point agenda supports the goals of the vision 2020. 
The agenda includes:-  
1. Polity:  The nation would be peaceful harmonious and stable by the year 2020.  
2. Macro-economy: There would be a sound stable and global Gross domestic product 

competitive economy a GDP not less than 900 Billion and per capital income of not  less than 
400 per annum by year 2020.  

 
3. Infrastructure: There would be adequate infrastructural services that would support the full 

mobilization of economic sectors.  
 
4. Education: A modern and vibrant education system which provides for ever Nigerian the 

opportunity and facility to achieve his/her maximum potential to provide the country with 
adequate competent man power,  

 
5. Health: A health sector that would support and sustain a life expectancy of not less than 70 

years and reduces to the barest minimum the burden of infectious diseases such as malaria, 
HIV/AIDS and other debilitating diseases.  

 
6. Agriculture: A modern technological enabling sector hat fully exploits the huge agricultural 

resource of that nation ensures national food security and contributes to the foreign exchange 
earnings. 

 
7.  Manufacturing: A vibrant and globally competitive manufacturing sector that would 

contribute significantly to GDP with a manufacturing value added of not less than 40%.  
 

In order to sustain the momentum of the 7-point agenda and to reach the top 20 economies of 
the world by the year 2020 steering committees were created, which include national, steering 
committee, stake holders developments committee and national technical working groups committee 
formed to perform various functions and tasks on how and what should be done.  
 
Functional Curriculum  

The decisions and recommendations of various committees, seminars and conferences on 
educational mattes have far reaching effects on educational objectives, contents, instructional 
materials, methodologies, and evaluation techniques which are themselves components of curriculum. 
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Suffice it to say that functional curriculum must be a reflection of what the people feel, believe and do 
in the society (Agusiobo, 2002).  
 

Like the society, curriculum is not static. Both are dynamic and continue changing according 
to the socio-economic and political conditions of the people. For this reason, therefore, curriculum 
innovation becomes not only necessary but also inevitable for the curriculum to be kept abreast with 
the needs and aspirations of the people, thereby making it functional.  
The purpose of the national curriculum conference in 1968 (JIMBA 2004:46) was the provision of 
guidelines on what education industry should accomplish with respect to the needs of youth and the 
adults in our society.  
 
Curriculum Innovation  

Havelock (1973) defined curriculum innovation as any significant alteration of the “status 
quo” which must benefit the people involved, and curriculum innovation is any change which 
represents something new to the people being changed and from which the people must also benefit. 
In educational circles, curriculum innovation could be taken to be well conceived and properly 
directed education ideas to improve and make the curriculum more responsive and relevant to the 
needs and aspirations of the learners and the society (Ajagun, 2002),. To Eraut (1975), curriculum 
innovation refers to “a planned change in response to perceived problems, rather than a mere 
introduction of some new methods or techniques”. It is clear from the definition that curriculum 
innovation does not take place in a problem free situation. Akintola (1982) speaks of curriculum 
innovation as the adoption of new ideas and materials introduced into education to improve the 
curriculum by improving the organization of learning experiences and instructional strategies. The 
curriculum innovations may be inform of specified change in contents  practice, methods or materials 
that may be used to solve identifies and specified educational problems.  
 
Concept of Entrepreneur  

Initially, economists identified three factors of production land, labour and capital. However, 
the distinguishing role of the entrepreneur in the productive process has placed him on the line of 
recognition as the fourth factor of production. The level of productivity of land, labour and capital is 
dependent on the manipulative/managerial skills of the entrepreneur. The entrepreneur is therefore the 
active factor whereas the other factors are passive, for it is the entrepreneur that galvanizes the other 
factors into action for production to take place. For instance, Gerbera (1985) sees the entrepreneur as 
the prime mover of progress, the innovator, the strategist, the investment risk taker, the surveyor of 
new methods of managing a business concern. Reasoning in the same direction Ibe (2004) sees 
entrepreneurs generally as people who rank very high in achievement tests. Similarly Gosell (1993) 
views the entrepreneur as a heroic individual who seens a better way of doing things, a new service to 
be provided and a new way of reconciling means and wants. The reward to an entrepreneur is profit. 
A major motive for embarking on entrepreneurship therefore is to create wealth and be independent. 
A successful entrepreneur among others is dynamic, foresighted, hard working, purchases practical 
knowledge, initiative taste for risk, communication skills, leadership, willingness to learn, prudent, 
honest, perseverance and computer literate.  
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Integrating Entrepreneurship Education into the Primary Education Studies Curriculum PES  
Having examined the concept of entrepreneurship, the attributes of an entrepreneur, his 

function and the concept of entrepreneurship education, it is appropriate at this point to see how 
entrepreneurship education can be integrated into the primary education studies curriculum. The 
proposed curriculum content of entrepreneurship education that should be integrated into the primary 
Education Studies curriculum is presented as follows. Entrepreneurship education, concept of 
entrepreneurship include qualities/attributes of an entrepreneur, functions of an entrepreneur, various 
ways of raising capital, rudiments of book-keeping (cashbook, income and expenditure etc), factors 
influencing the location of industries with particular emphasis on the sitting of private 
nursery/primary schools production of instructional aids using local content materials.  
 
Proposed Curriculum Content of Entrepreneurship Education  

This should be an addition to the existing courses. It should be made compulsory and coded 
PES 325. Two credit units should be assigned to it for proper coverage (see curriculum structure 
above).  
 As earlier mentioned, the essence of integrating entrepreneurship education into the Primary 
Education Studies with the potentials; to establish private nursery/primary schools, set up small scale 
business ventures such as fashion and designing, creative Art workshops, landscaping and lots more 
as self-employed and self-reliant individuals are necessary. Such graduates shall be on a better footing 
to become job creators rather than job seekers.  
 
Conclusion 

In this paper an attempt has been made to show that curriculum is a dynamic process and 
makes teaching and learning to be relevant and functional to the needs of the learner, as well as 
meeting the dictates of the ever changing society. The paper has also stressed the need for sustaining 
any innovative practices deemed fit for the teaching-learning process in the country. This is the only 
way of ensuring national development. To meet up with the challenge of vision, 2020 the integration 
of entrepreneurship education into the curriculum is imperative so as to produce graduates who would 
be self employed in the face of biting economic quagmire where the government cannot provide 
employment for every graduate.  
 
Recommendation 

For the purpose of emphasis the paper recommends as follows:  
1. Entrepreneurship education should as a matter of urgency, be built into the current subject 

matter curriculum content of primary education studies by the national commission for 
colleges of education (NCCE) and National teachers institute (NTI).  

2. That entrepreneurship education should be made compulsory for a teacher trainees in the area 
of Primary Education.  

3. Curriculum review should be done by NUC, NBTE NCCE, NERDC and NPEC from time to 
time  

4. The curriculum innovation should be consolidated in order to sustain the program  
5. The management of most innovations should be centralized and vested on Nigerian 

Educational Research and Development Council NERDC.  
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